
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	

BEFORE
AFTER

As the next olympics draws 
near, preparations are continuing 
and nothing seems to be getting 
easier.

Locals are excited to see the 
extraordinary upcoming events 
although many wish for the glitz 
and glamour with out all of the 
distractions.

Much of the surrounding neigh-
borhoods have to deal with on 
going construction and rerouting 
traffic. 

“ In the end it will all be worth 
it.  For those that missed the first 
olmpics held here, they will be in 
for a surprise.”

There is much still to be done 
with all of the preparations for 
the opening ceramony and the ac-
tual olympic village set-up where 
the competitors will stay for the 
duration of the olympics.

This is the third time that Great 
Britain will host the games and 
the first time in 62 years.  There 
is so much that has changed the 
city since then and adaptations 
will make or break the city and 
its surrounding economy.

Natives of the country say it is a 

- By Steven Wiley

and
What changes are needed to host the Olympic extravaganza 

long	time	coming	and	an	opportunity	
like	this	no	matter	how	often	is	al-
ways	worthwhile.

“There	is	an	enormous	pressure	to	
show	the	world	what	we	have	to	of-
fer.	It	is	not	as	if	we	are	competing	
with	the	world,	it	is	just	it	has	been	a	
long	time	coming.”

picture by Robert Love for rlove@
rlove.org/2007

INTERVIEWS WITH
    LONDON’S OWN: David Beckham and Leona Lewis

FUN OLYMPIC FACTS

“There is no place in the world like home.  All of  
the most memorable moments in my life happened 
here!” -David Beckhamn

The USA has hosted the Olympics 
8 times in 6 different cites:
1904 Summer Olympics- St. Louis, MO
1932 Winter Olympics- Lake Placid, NY
1932 Summer Olympics - Los Angeles, CA
1960 Winter Olympics- Squaw Valley, CA
1980 WInter Olympics- Lake Placid, NY
1984 Summer Olympics- Los Angeles, CA
1996 Summer Olympics- Atlanta, GA
2002 Winter OLympics- Salt Lake City. UT

LONDON has hosted the Olympics 
3 times:
1904
1948
2012-Next Summer Olympiad

 Q1: HOW DOES IT FEEL TO BE APART OF THE OPENING CEREMONIES?
 
 LL: It is an amazing feeling.  I’ve performed in many venues but nothing is like being  
 home and being apart of something so extravagant.

 DB: It is like nothing I’ve seen.  I’ve been to the olympics but as an athlete and to be  
 asked to return and open ceremonies is surreal.

 Q2: HOW DOES IT FEEL TO REPRESENT YOUR COUNTRY TO THE REST OF THE WORLD?
 
 LL: It is a one of a kind honor.  I love this city and there is no greater feel than   
 to kno that I will be a part of olympic history years after.

 DB: There is no place in the world like home.  All of the most memorable moments in my  
 life happened here!


